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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CARACA 09742 060243Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO 10-14 INT-05 OIC-02 /036 W 

078266 060247Z/12 

R 051329Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9465 

UNCLAS CARACAS 9742 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PORG, VE 

SUB J : VIII INTER-AMERICAN INDIAN CONGRESS 


Message Text 


REF: (A) STATE 237050; (B) CARACAS 2021 

1 . FONMIN OFFICIALS INDICATE THAT MAJOR CAUSE FOR WITHDRAWAL 
OF INVITATION TO HOST CONGRESS BY GOV DUE TO RECENT MINISTERIAL 
REORGANIZATION (REFTEL B) IN WHICH RESPONSIBILITY FOR INDIAN 
AFFAIRS TRANSFERRED TO MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. THE PROCESS OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGE-OVER. TOGETHER WITH A LESS THAN ENTHUSIASTIC 
COMMITMENT ON PART OF MINISTRY OF EDUCATION RESULTED IN 
INVITATION BEING WITHDRAWN. 


2. COMMENT: UNDER PEREZ ADMINISTRATION, THE GOV HAS ACTED AS 
HOST FOR LARGE NUMBERS OF INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, IN PART 
BECAUSE IT BELIEVED SUCH ACTIVITY ENCHANCED ITS INTERNATIONAL 
PRESTIGE. RECENTLY, HOWEVER, FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS CRITICIZED 
PLETHORA AND COST OF UN CONFERENCES— A NEW ATTITUDE WHICH 
MAY HAVE INFLUENCED DECISION IN THIS CASE. 
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Channel Indicators: n/a 
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